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Family Genus Species Common Name Pronunciation (Family) Pronunciation (Genus) Pronunciation (Species)
Fabaceae Gleditsia aquatica waterlocust fa-BA-sé-é glu—dit—SE-u AK-wa-ti-ku
Poaceae Arundinaria gigantea giant cane pé-A-se-é er-un-di-NA-ré-u jT-JAN-té-u
Polygonaceae Brunnichia ovata American buckwheat vine po-h-go—NA—sé—é BROO-nich-é-u O-va-tu
Rutaceae Poncirus trifoliata trifoliate orange rut-A-sé-é PON-si-rus tri-FO-lé-at-u
Rutaceae Ptelea trifoliata common hoptree rut-A-sé-é TE-le-U tri-FO-lé-at-u
Salicaceae Salix nigra black willow s3-li-KA-sé-é sa-LIKS NT—gru
Ulmaceae Planera aquatica planertree ul-MA-sé-é PLA-né-ré-u AK-wa-ti-ku
Ulmaceae Ulmus crassifolia cedar elm ul-MA-sé-é UL-mus kra-si-FO-lé-u

*many of these are my own interpretations, so they may not be exactly right, but they are close

Modified from:

Pronunciation of Vascular Plant Genera

& Families of New England

compiled by

Ray Angelo

Associate of Harvard University Herbaria

http://www.ray-a.com/BotPron/index.html

Key to Abbreviations Used

aasinmap
a as in date
a asin cart

e asin bed
€ asin éve

iasintip oasin cot
Tas in bite 0 asin bone
oi as in soil
uasin but 00 as in boot
G as in mite 00 as in foot
or as in port

Relevant quotes from Vascular Plant Taxonomy, by Walters and Keil, ISBN: 0787221082

When someone presumes to correct your pronunciation, a knowing smile is an appropriate response.
Listen to others and practice what sounds good to your ear; conviction is important




