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Family Genus Species Common Name Pronunciation (Family) Pronunciation (Genus) Pronunciation (Species)
Anacardiaceae Rhus glabra smooth sumac an-u-kär-di-Ȃ-sȇ-ȇ RUS GLÂ-bru
Aquifoliaceae Ilex decidua possumhaw ak-wi-fȏ-lȇ-Ȃ-sȇ-ȇ Ȋ-leks dȇ-si-DȖ-u
Aquifoliaceae Ilex vomitoria yaupon ak-wi-fȏ-lȇ-Ȃ-sȇ-ȇ Ȋ-leks vo-mi-TȎ-rȇ-u
Bignoniaceae Campsis radicans trumpet creeper big-nȏ-ni-Ȃ-sȇ-ȇ KAMP-sis rad-I-cans
Caprifoliaceae Lonicera japonica Japanese honeysuckle kap-ri-fȏ-li-Ȃ-sȇ-ȇ lȏ-NI-se-ru ja-PON-i-cu
Caprifoliaceae Lonicera maackii Amur honeysuckle kap-ri-fȏ-li-Ȃ-sȇ-ȇ lȏ-NI-se-ru ma-KȆ-ȋ
Euphorbiaceae Triadica sebifera Chinese tallowtree ȗ-for-bi-Ȃ-sȇ-ȇ TRȊ-a-di-cu se-BI-fe-ru
Meliaceae Melia azedarach Chinaberrytree mel-ȇ-Ȃ-sȇ-ȇ mel-Ȇ-u az-ed-ȂR-ak
Moraceae Maclura pomifera Osage-orange mȏ-RȂ-sȇ-ȇ mu-KLOO-ru po-mi-FER-u
Moraceae Morus rubra red mulberry mȏ-RȂ-sȇ-ȇ MȎ-rus roo-BRU
Oleaceae Ligustrum lucidum glossy privet ȏ-lȇ-Ȃ-sȇ-ȇ li-GȖS-trum loo-SȆ-dum
Oleaceae Ligustrum sinense Chinese privet ȏ-lȇ-Ȃ-sȇ-ȇ li-GȖS-trum sȋ-NIN-se
Rosaceae Prunus caroliniana Carolina laurelcherry rȏ-ZȂ-sȇ-ȇ PROO-nus kar-Ȏ-lin-ȇ-a-nu
Simaroubaceae Ailanthus altissima tree of heaven si-ma-roo-BȂ-sȇ-ȇ ul-ANTH-us al-TI-si-mu
Ulmaceae Ulmus americana American elm ul-MȂ-sȇ-ȇ UL-mus am-er-i-KAN-u

*many of these are my own interpretations, so they may not be exactly right, but they are close

Modified from: Key to Abbreviations Used
Pronunciation of Vascular Plant Genera a as in map i as in tip o as in cot
& Families of New England ȃ as in dȃte ȋ as in bȋte ȏ as in bȏne
compiled by ä as in cärt oi as in soil
Ray Angelo u as in but oo as in boot
Associate of Harvard University Herbaria e as in bed ȗ as in mȗte õõ as in foot
http://www.ray-a.com/BotPron/index.html ȇ as in ȇve or as in port

Relevant quotes from Vascular Plant Taxonomy, by Walters and Keil, ISBN: 0787221082
When someone presumes to correct your pronunciation, a knowing smile is an appropriate response.
Listen to others and practice what sounds good to your ear; conviction is important.


